CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Mad Max 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1600700.000 

Medium: 

Blu-ray disc 

Director: 

George Miller 

Producer: 

Byron Kennedy 

Country of origin: 

Australia 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Nga Taonga Sound & Vision 


Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 

persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 


Excisions: 

Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


No excisions recommended 
Contains violence and sex scenes. 
None 

14 October 2016 
14 October 2016 

No notice of decision has been issued 



Components 

Running time 

Menu: 

Play Movie 

Scene Selection 

Special Features 

Setup 


Feature (s): 

Mad Max 

93:12 

Timed component(s): 

Mad Max (Trailer) 

1:54 


Notices 

0:45 

Untimed component(s): 

Photo Gallery 

Poster Gallery 

To The Max: Behind The Scenes Of A Cult 
Classic 






Total running time: 


95:51 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

Nga Taonga Sound & Vision applied under s42(l) of the Films, Videos and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) for a reconsideration of the classification of the film 'Mad Max'. 
The film is to be shown by Nga Taonga as part of a screening of films that have previously been 
banned in New Zealand. The film was originally classified as objectionable by the Chief Censor of 
Films in 1979, and was reclassified as R18 in 1983. For the purpose of convenience, the 
Classification Office examined the film as a Blu-ray disc. The Blu-ray disc contained the feature Mad 
Max and some extra material. The extra material largely provided background context for the film, 
and had litde impact on the classification. 'Mad Max' is a cult Australian film set in a dystopian 
future where society is on the verge of breaking down. The film contains scenes of violence and 
cruelty, along with a limited amount of sexual material including a sexually violent attack and sexual 
threat. The material is considerably dated, which significandy reduces its impact on the viewer. 
Nevertheless, the scenes of violence and cruelty are still likely to greatly shock and disturb children 
and younger teenagers. Considering these factors, the previous R18 classification is reduced to R16. 
This classification is the minimum necessary restriction required to prevent likely injury to the public 
good, and this classification is therefore a reasonable and demonstrably justified limitation on the 
freedom of expression as affirmed by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 




